€273 De sancte lacobo Sermo
St. Vincent Ferrer, O.P. — Sermon on St. James, Apostle (Eph 2:1)

"[He] grows up into aholy templein the Lord," (Eph 2:1) Thisisread in today's epistle. For abrief statement
of these words, and for an introduction to our material, it must be known that thereis clearly found in Holy
Scripture this difference between the life of the good and just, and that of the wicked. For thelife of the just --
of the good -- always grows and is augmented; the life of the wicked however shrinks and is diminished. The
text indeed says, "But the path of the just, " that is, strictly the way of penitence, of the fear of God and
devotion, "as a shining light, goes forwards and increases even to perfect day. The way of the wicked is
darksome: they know not where they fall,” (Prov 4:18-19). Noteasif "the shining light goes forwards." From
which it goes out, it continuously ascends, and brightens the more at the hour of prime than at dawn., and at
terce than at prime, and soon. Soitisinthelife of thejust; it continualy grows. The reason for this difference
between the good and the wicked is, because just persons are in the grace of God. Behold herethelight. And
whatever they do, they deliberate, whether they be thoughts of the heart, or sayings of the mouth, or works of
the body. What is more, natural functions are meritorious for them. About thoughts and the rest there is no
doubt, from the fact that they are in grace, but of natural functions, like eating, that they might serve God. Same
for deeping , even laughter, that afterwards they might weep. All is meritorious, so that one good person
always ascends. He is better today than yesterday, and tomorrow than today, and so the Apostle assigns a
reason when he says, "And we know that to them that love God, all things work together unto good,” (Rom
8:28), even past sins, as the Gloss says. Reason: because when he thinks on sins committed, a just person
becomes more humble, and so they sometimes are turned to merit. But sinners do not ascend, rather they
descend from sininto sin. Gregory says"...asin, which is not washed away through penitence, by its own
weight soon drags (one) to another (sin)," (Morals on the Book of Job, Bk. XXV, ch. 9, n. 22). Behold the
difference between the good and the wicked. And so wishing to show us the holy and perfect life of St. James,
we have taken the theme of growth, how, living in thisworld, saying he"...grows up into a holy templein the
Lord,” (Eph 2:1). Thethemeisclear.

And now | turn to the matter to be preached. | find that St. James grew in three stages:

First, he grew as an apostolic disciple (discipulum apostolicam).

Second he grew as an evangelical envoy (legatum evangelicalem),

Third, as a celestial dweller (habitatorem cael estialem).
Three strides which he made up to heaven are subtly touched upon in the theme, the first istouched in the first
word, the second in the second, and the third in the third.

APOSTOLIC DISCIPLE

| say that St. James first grew in apostolic discipleship. With others he would have been very holy, and this
istouched upon when he says, "He grows up into aholy templein the Lord,"” (Eph 2:1). For it isatheological
teaching that a person living agood life is the temple of God, because the Holy Spirit dwellsin him, and thereis
no greater honor and more useful than to cling to the king and pope, Jesus. About this the Apostle says, "Know
you not, that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwellsin you?' (1 Cor 3:16).

Now hear how St. James ascended that he might be an apostolic disciple. It issaid that he was the brother of
John, and a son of Zebedee, who when once they were at the sea of Galilee, Christ passing that way called
them, saying, "Y oung men, come follow me." And his words had such power that they were illuminated in their
intellect and enflamed in their heart, and "they forthwith left their nets and father, and followed him," (Mt 4:22).
See how he grew from fisherman into an apostle of Christ.



Morally. James, coming to Christ, left behind his nets and his father. Here he sets an example for us religious,
especially those who ought to follow Christ, that we leave behind our nets, that is our retinues (retinentia),
according to its etymology, just as business and worldly occupations which religious, clergy and laity hold on
to so that they are not able to follow after Christ. For example about religious. For businessis a greater trap
which the devil has for entangling religious, that he involves them in dealings so that they dismiss preaching
under some excuse, either securing peace, or arranging a wedding, there they place themselves or visit that they
might have friendships, or favors of the masters (ambasiatas dominorum). Many begin their holy life and
preaching with great fervor and good intention, but the devil in the aforesaid dealings entangles them etc, which
although they be good, nevertheless they let go of the best, namely preaching, which is the special duty in the
church of God, asthe Decretals has"Cum ex iniuncto," etc., "extrade haeret." The Apostle warns of these
things, who was preaching to the unbelievers that they might be baptized, who out of devotion wanted to be
baptized by him. Already you see that it is good to baptize, nevertheless he said, "For Christ sent me not to
baptize, but to preach the gospel” (1 Cor 1;17) asif saying "l give thanks to my God that | have killed no one.”
Again the Apostle said, "It is not reasonable that we should leave the word of God, and servetables,” (Acts
6:2). And you, religious, you involve yourselves in businesses etc and you leave behind your nets etc. and
scripture agrees saying to religious, "My son, meddle not with many matters..." "and if you berich, you shall
not be free from sin,” (Sir 11:10). Note lest your acts might be in many things. Many are three or four etc. Two
are not many. A religious hasto do two things, namely to celebrate and to preach. Theseto David showsin Ps
106, saying, "And let them sacrifice the sacrifice of praise,” the mass, which includes the whole seven of the
canonical hours, "and declare hisworks with joy," (Ps 106:22), preaching in exultation, which preaching indeed
includes study. If the religious might say, therefore can | not have money, he responds. Because if you were
rich, you should not be immune from sins. The same for clerics, because many are entangled in businesses,
othersinvolve themselves in businesses in the houses of their lords, others appoint themselves procurators,
others are shield bearers and associate with soldiers etc., others merchants, others moneylenders. And so the
Apostle speaks against such, "No man, being a soldier to God, entangles himself with secular businesses; that
he may please him to whom he has engaged himself,” (2 Tim 2:4).

A cleric exercise three affairs; namely to celebrate, to minister sacraments, and to preach, or to serve the
commands of the bishop. Many lay people too are entangled, because many are merchants, who would be
nothing if they did not have aplacein all associations. The same too for lawyers, who make themselves a part
in all litigations, when it is said of the merchant. O nothing happens without him. The same about such civil
servant or lawyer, because although you might have secular businesses, nevertheless they are businesses which
pertain to the home and for providing for the home, and you set aside superfluous business, etc. History tells
about a great and clever merchant, entangled in many businesses, to whom God says, "By the multitude of thy
merchandise, your inner parts were filled with iniquity, and you have sinned: and | cast you out from the
mountain of God, and destroyed you, O covering cherub,”(Ez 28:16). There begins the construction "O
Cherub," that is, the fullness of knowledge for doing business, etc. And so from the example of St. James nets
are |left behind, otherwise behold what Christ says, "And take heed to yourselves, lest perhaps your hearts be
overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and the cares of thislife, and that day come upon you suddenly,”
(Lk 21:34).

Second, his father isto be left behind, namely he about whom Jesus Christ said to the Jews, "Y ou are of your
father the devil,” (Jn 8:44). They say how he begat sons of a wicked wife, whom he had taken from the
beginning, namely of disobedience. They say how he was created in great dignity. and he was holier at that
time than Michael. But because he was disobedient, wishing equality with God, then he took that wife, and
from that same aforesaid wife begat a thousand thousands of children, demons obeying him and consenting in
sin. Finaly from the same wife he generated Adam and Eve, and today daily he begets, when he tempts men



that they act against the commandments of God. When you perceive such things, immediately go after Christ,
and you shall be able to say with David,"My father and my mother have left me: but the Lord has taken me up,"
(Ps 26:10).

EVANGELICAL ENVOY

Second, | say that St. James grew as a disciple as an evangelical envoy, which is pointed out when it is said
that he "grows up into a holy temple,” (Eph 2:1), because athough all those who are canonized are saints, the
apostles are more excellent. "He has sanctified those called,” (Soph 1:7), that is, the apostles, whom he has
especialy called. Itissaid when Christ was to ascend into heaven on the day of the Ascension, having called
the apostles he made them evangelical envoys saying, "Go into the whole world, and preach the gospel to every
creature,” (Mk 16:15). Now who was the first of the apostles who fulfilled this vocation, by going out into the
world? Not Peter, nor Andrew, nor John etc. But James himself. St. James having received permission from
those in Jerusalem, the Virgin Mary and the apostles, journeyed to Spain, preaching Christ, for Christ had said
to them, "you shall be withesses unto me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and even to the uttermost
part of the earth,” (Acts 1:8). And so it was St. James himself who came to bear witness to the ends of the
earth. Hisevangelical mission, therefore, isclear. One might object "It is true that he first went to Spain, but he
did little good, because he converted only nine disciplesthere." Itissaid that just as Christ converted twelve
apostles, who were twelve grains of wheat for bearing fruit, because the whole world was converted, so St.
James. For those nine disciples were nine fruitful grains who converted all of Spain. In this he fulfilled the
word of Christ who said, "In thisis my Father glorified; that you bring forth very much fruit, and become my
disciples,” (Jn 15:8).

Second he returned to Jerusalem, there he found the other disciples and apostles gathered, and he began to
dispute there against the Jews and the priest of Hermes. They rose up against him by saying, "We will dispute
with him. He never studied or wished to preach. It issaid how St. James was preaching about the Trinity, how
he was one God in essence and triune in persons. etc. , proving this by reasons and authorities and miracles. But
the Jews and teachers were spoke out against him, deriding him: "It seems, indeed, that you are afisherman, and
never knew the scriptures, 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God isone Lord,’ (Dt 6:4)." It istold how he replied to
them, offering an analogy from the one sun, where there is the Father generating, namely the substance, and the
Son namely the ray generated, and the Holy Spirit, namely the heat. Againin the aforesaid citation there are
found three words, namely L ord, which is the name of power, which is attributed to the Father, God, the name
of wisdom, which is appropriated to the Son, and Our, the name of goodness, which is attributed to the Holy

Spirit.

Second he preached that Christ is God and man, and the Jews contra, because it is against the scripture, "O
Israel, if you wilt hearken to me, there shall be no new god in you: neither shall you adore a strange god,” (Ps
80:9-10). 1 reply that although Christ began to be man recently, he however did not begin to be God recently.
It is said to be like the son of aking or emperor now ten years of age, when he becomes a soldier he
nevertheless does not become anew the son of the king etc.

Third when he preached about the passion of Christ, then the Jews opposed: "Why this? Since Moses said, 'The
Lord isasaman of war, Almighty ishisname,’ (Ex 15:3). And besides, if he had been omnipotent, why isit
necessary that he suffer and die? Could he not remit all by saying: ‘Let us henceforth be friends."?" | reply that
mercy and justice are in God essentially, but in us, accidentally. And therefore just as God cannot dismiss his
essence, so neither hismercy and justice. If he had forgiven all, where was hisjustice? If al were damned by
the rigor of hisjustice, where would have been hismercy? So he wished to find away, that he might show
simultaneously both hisinfinite mercy and hisjustice. The mercy was shown because he, innocent and without



fault, willed to suffer. Justice however, by paying a most sufficient price etc., " Surely he has borne our
infirmities and carried our sorrows," (I1s 53:4).

Fourth when he was preaching about the sacrament of the altar, etc. And the Jews opposed: "Y ou say that the
gentiles might come to your sacrifice, and you make them adore bread and wine, when neverthel ess scripture
says, "You shall love the Lord thy God with your whole heart, and with your whole soul, and with your whole
strength,” (Dt 6:5). | reply that from the beginning of the world up to the end, God wished to be adored in a
corporeal form, since God in his substance cannot be seen, asin the time of Moses in the ark [of the covenant],
and in the cloud, etc., and now in thisimage. Bread giveslife. And about the use of bread David said, "Exalt
you the Lord our God," thisis said to clergy, "and adore his footstool,” (Ps 98:5), i.e. the consecrated host, this
issaid for al the people. So the Jews were not able to contradict him, moreover St. James triumphed over all,
and the prophecy of Christ was fulfilled, "For | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries
shall not be ableto resist and gainsay,” (Lk 21:15).

CELESTIAL DWELLER

Third | say that he grew as a celestia dweller, which is shown when it is said, "He grows up into a holy
templeinthe Lord,” (Eph 2:1). "Who islike to you, O people, who are saved by the Lord?' (Dt 33:29). Thisis
especially said of the apostles. Just as St. James was the first apostle to exercise the evangelical mission, so he
was the first of the apostles who entered paradise. And here it can happen such a consequence, because just as
heis called James the Greater, although the other was older by some days, so also he entered paradise first and
can be said to be greater than the other apostles. It iscalled his martyrdom. The Jews seeing that they could not
overcome him with arguments, resorted again to king Herod, who desiring to please the Jews, issued a sentence
of beheading against St. James. It istold that as he was led to martyrdom, he cured a man suffering from

dropsy.
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placeat cuide probauit, 2, Tim.«. ‘Tria negocia poteft clericus exerce-
. resficelebrare, facramentum miniftrare, pradicare, vel prazcepta pras-
lati feruarg . Tremlaici funt mule illaqueati, quia (int multt merca~
tores,qui fi non Haberent partem in.omnibus focictaribus nihil effee,
1de omnibus litigiis intromitrunt 6,quan-
Idem de rali ciue vel iuri-
cia, tamen {unt negocia
qua pertinent ad domum & ad prouidendum domui, & dimittitis
negacia fuperflua &c¢. Dicacur hiftotia de illo magno mercatore fub-
tili, & illaquearo in multis negocils, cui dixit dens, In multizudine
negociationis tuz repleta (uut interiora tux iniquirate, & peccafti, &
eiecite de monie fanéto Dei, & perdidi te 0.Cherub, Ezech.28, Ibi
incipit conftruétio. O Cherpb i.plenicudo fcientiz ad negociandum
&ec. Ideo exemplo beatt Iacobi dimittantur retia, altds ecce quid di,
Chriftus ¢ Attendite vobis ne'grauentur corda veftra in crapula &
ebrietate, & curis huius virg, & fuperueniatin vos repentina dies illa.
Lne.31. Secundd dimittendus eft pater, fcilicet ille de quodixit Iefus
Chriftus ludais. Vos ex-patre diabolo eftis.Joan.8, Dicatur quomo-
it a principio, (tilicer, de
s in magna dignitate, &
ns Deo pa-
‘& de eadem difta vxore genuic v]-
fcilicet darmones fibi in peccato obedientes
confentientes: Deinde de cadem vxore generauit Adam & Euam,
hodie quotidie generat, quando (ilicer tenear homines qudd fae
Hantcontra Deipracepta. Ciim talia fenferitis, ftatim ire poft Chri-

tia mmlle millia de filiis ,

frum, & poreritis dicere cum Dauid, Pater mens & mater mea dere~
liqueruiit ing, dominus aué afumpfic me.

bearus Tacobus creute de difcipulo in legatdi
ditur cii dicitur, Crefcit in t3plum fan&um
azi fine fandh, plus ramé & excellentius

plal.26. Dico fecundd
euangelicalé,quod often
squalicdr omnes canoni.
poftoli. Sopho.1.San&ifi-
-apoftalos,quos principaliter vocauit Ipfe, Dica-
diealcenfionis, vo-
ns: BEuntesin mun.
ura, Mar.vie. Modd
€ exequebatur eundo
ermundum ¢ Nan Petrusnec Andraas » nec loannes &¢’, fed 13-

vit aria & apotlolis,
venitin Hifpaniam, praidicans
Eritis mihi reftes in Hierufalens,

hrifto,’quia Chriftus dixit eis.
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476 Defan&olacobo Apoftolo ~ =
& in omni Tudza & Samaria,& vique ad vitimum terte. At
deo beatus Yacobus venit ipfum téftificari 3 finibus rerr@. Patet er=:
go fualegario euangelicalis. Diceret hic aliquis, Verum eft quod pri~
mb vemit in Hifpaniam, {ed parunrboni ibi fecit, quia (olom nouem:
diftipulos ibi conuerut. Dicatur qubd ficut Chriftus.contiertit duo=
decim apoftolos,qui fuernnt .1z.grana tritict ad fru&tificandum,quia
totum mundwm conuerterunt,ica beatus facobus » Nam illi nouem:
difcipuli fuerunt nouemn grana fru@ificantia , qui rotam Hifpaniani
conaerterynt. 1 nhoc tenuit confilme Chrifti dicéntis , Inhoc clari-
ficatus eft pater meus, vt plurimiim fru@tum afferacis, & eficiaming
mei difcipuli.Toan.15. Secundd rediic in Hierafalem, ibi adhidc inues
nit alios difcipulos fiue apoitolos congregacos, & incéepit ibi difpus
tare contra Judaos, & Hermogenem incantatorem. ' Qui infuirexe~
runt contra cum dicenda: Difputemus cuin eo,iple nunquatn ftuduit
‘& vult preedicare &g¢. Picatur guomodo beatus facobus pradicabat
de trinitate,quomodo crat vnus Deus in effentia, & trinus inperfos
his&e, probas hoc rationibus,& audtoritatibus, & mitaculis.Sed In
dai & do&ores contra eum dicebant,deridendo: Bene videtur quod
vos cftis piftator: Bt nunquid dicit: (criptura, ™ Audi Ifragl dominug
~ Deus tuus vous eft s Deuter.6 . Dicatur quomddo refpondebareis,
dando fimilitndinem de {ole vhorwbi et patér generans, {. (ubftanz
gia, & filius feilicet radius genitus, & fpirituflanttus.Cealor, Tremin
dia aultorirate poniitur tria vocabula, feilicet dfis, quod eft nomen”
potétix,qu patri artribuitur, dens nomé {apientia, qua filio appro-
priatut,tuus nomébopitatis,qu {pirituifanéto attribuicur . Secuii-
dd pradicanit g Chriftus eft deus & homo, & fudai contra,quia il-
Tud etk coeraiftud feriprura plal So. Tirat i audieris me,nd eriy in te
deus recens,neqiadorabis defi alienum. Refpondeo g licét Chriftus
inccepit efle homo fecens, nd tamien incaepit effé deus recés. Dicatyk-
fimilizudo de filio regis velimperatoris ‘o.annorii quando fit miles,
non ramen fit souiter Alius'regis & ¢ . Tertid quando pradicauit de
Chrifti pafsione, tiic ludai cotra. Quate hqc§¢ﬁ=MejffesHicar.’[iof‘ﬁi

minus quafi vif pugnator,omnipotens nomén eius. Exous. Ec pra-

terea fi deds faifler omnipotens, quid oportebat pati & miori,nonwe

potuit remiteré ommnibus dicendo, Simus amici decetéro! Reli&den
@ in Deo effentialiter funt mifeticordia 8 fulticia; quia fuxetfentia

eft,in nobis verd accidentaliter. Etergo {i¢ut deus non poteft dimict

tere (ram effencid, ita nec fuam: mifericordid & iufitia Si omnib
peperaier, vbi effet (ud iuftitia 2 $i oinnes damnaffecrigare (ha

ftinze, vbi fuilfet fua mifericordiatideo voluit feruare wzodi, vefimul

otéderetur {Ua infinita miferigordia, & (uaiuftivia; MitericordiaFuit:

oftenfa,quia voluit patiinnocens & fineculpa, Lufticta verd (Gluen's”
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pretid fofficientifsitoid & w¥erédanguores noftres iple tulir, & -dox
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. fores noftros ipfe portanit. Efa,53. Quared quando pradicabat de fa-
cramento altaris &c. & Iudai conera . Vos dicitis g gentes.veniant
ad veftri facrificium, & facietis eos adorare pané & vinum,cfi tamé
feriprara dicae, Diim de@'tum adorabis: Deut. 6, Refpédi;é @ A prin= -
cipiomundi v(g; ad finem deus volpit in forma corporali adorari,cil
deus in fua fubfantia non, pofler videri, ve tempare Moyfiin arca,
in nube &c. & modv in figuraifta, Panis dat vicam. Etde panis or-

clericis, & adorate fcabellum peduim ¢ius, id eft hoftiam ¢dlecraram,
hoc dicitur toti populo,Sic Judei n6 poterant conttadicere fibi,im&
wvicit eos beatus lacobus, & fuit cornpleta prophetia Chrifti dicentis:
Ego dabo vobis os,id eft eloquentiam & fapicntiam,cui nd poteriie
refiftere & contradicere oinnes aduerfarij veltri. I:pcsu. Terrid dice
@ creuit in habitaroré celeftialg, quod oftenditur cii dicitur, Crefcit
in domino.Quis fimilis tui popule meus qui {aluarisin diiotDeur.33.
hoc fpecialiter dicitur apoftalis .- Sicut beatus Jacobus fuit. primus a-
poftolus, qui exercuit legationein cuangelicd, ita fuir primus de apo-~
ftolis qui intrauit paradifum . Et poflet hic fieri talis confequentia;
guia ficur dicitur facobusmaior,, quia primd fuit difcipulus Chrifti
Guim alter lacobus, licit alter efler antiquior dierdi,, 1wa etiam prima
intrauit paradifutn, & poteft dici rhaior aliis apoftolis . Dicarur eius .
martytii, Videntes Iudei ¢ nd poterat eii fuperare difputarionibus,
tecurrerunt ad Herodem regem nouiter vementé,qui cupiens placere
Tudzis,dedit fententiam decapitationis contra bea.lacobd. Dicatur
gdim ducefetur ad martyrifi, quomodo curauit vnuth hydropicii &c.
. Defanita Anna matre beat virginis Marie. . Sermo.
24 Abebitss frutbum, veftram in fanélificatione . Verbum
574 iffud habetur originaliter ad Roma.6 . & recitatiug
¢xi in epiftola currentis folennitatis , Feftum & folen~

| riitas hiodierna eft illius benedicta: & fanéta matris
5Y virginis Maria beata Anne.Et ficut officium mif-
ZREn i i fir de eaita erit & {ermo nofter. Exfi placet Deo
de vita fua habebimus multas bopas do&rinas ad peccatord corre~
&ionem, & animati noftrardi infiruétioné, & bonam informationé,
$ed primd falutetur filia (ua virgo-Maria, Verbum propofitun prae-
fento ego beara Anna di. Vos beara Anria habetis ffudtum ve'ﬂfﬁ.f.,
- virginem Mariam in {anétificationé veftram. Pro cujus:declaratione
' feiendii g quarktio eft inter multas perfonas, quare fandtamarerecs,
clefia & popuhi‘s"(?h‘ri&ianus non facit feftum de patre virginis Ma-
fize fanéto & infto,vocato Ioachim), ficut de matre eius beata Anna,
Refpondeo & licér Ioachim fuit fandtus & benedidtus.amicus Dei;
* tajmed naioris fan&itatis fuit beata Anna.Ratio,quia malorem par- .
tisipaticnem hebuit ¢ virgine Mariafilia{ua Past.esr verd modicum
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dinatione dixit Dauid, Exaltate dominfi deum vefkrum, hoc dicitue -




